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My theme this year is, “Be Involved”.  
Dear Members, 
Our clubs are doing great during this difficult time. You have become very inventive with Zoom meetings, 
on-line plant sales, other projects, Etc. Your newsletters are informative, entertaining and upbeat. I 
appreciate receiving copies from some clubs and would like to get them from all of you. 
  
California Garden Clubs cancelled the convention which was planned for the end of May. The State Fair in 
Sacramento has been cancelled. The Alameda County Fair in Pleasanton has been cancelled. The San 
Mateo County Fair was cancelled. So, I guess cancellation of our District meeting on June 25 is a forgone 
conclusion. Shane Looper was going to be our guest. DFD was going to present her with a check for her 
project, “San Bruno Mountain Botanical Garden”. We will still do that by mail. I was going to ask each of 
our clubs to also present her with a check at our June meeting. Please consider mailing Shane a check for 
her project. You could also get a donation form on-line by going to CGCI home page click on donate, a list 
of programs comes up on right side click on president’s project. 

Following is her Address: 
Shane Looper - CGCI President 
213 Carmelo Lane 
South San Francisco CA 94080-2204 
  
CGCI will be sending out certificates and checks to our clubs for 
your members who have won awards. This will probably occur 
sometime in June. Jane Berger, our DFD Awards chairperson 
would like to receive applications from all clubs for Floral Designer, 
Container Designer and Propagator. If you have not received the 
application forms, you’ll receive them shortly. 
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Director’s message cont. 
 

As far as I know, none of our members have contracted the corona virus…thank goodness. So, stay safe, be 
patient, continue to shelter in place and social distancing. I hope to see you face to face in the fall. 
  
Mona 
  
Mona Dunlop - Director 
Diablo Foothills District 

 

District Awards Program  still a GO!!! 
 

 This Covid-19 virus has changed our lives—at least for now!  Therefore, following state health guide-
lines, the District has cancelled the DFD General Meeting in June.   
                                        
                                         However, it will still honor our talented members!     
 

Please consider nominating, within your clubs, a member you think worthy of our prestigious District 
Container Designer and/or Floral Arranger of the Year and the District Propagator of the Year 
awards, following the guidelines printed in the Diablo Foothills District, Inc. California Yearbook & 
Roster, 2018 – 2019, pg. 17: 
 
‘District Container Designer &/or Floral Arranger of the Year: A certificate and $25 is awarded to the winner 
in each of the above categories.  Submit to the district awards chairman for the current year 3 weeks prior to 
the DFD June General Meeting.  (Submit to *Jane Berger, Awards Chair, by June 19) No application is required.  
Entry to be a color or black and white print of a design composed by a garden club member.   Enclose print in a 
plastic page protector and describe container, accessories, mechanics, background and plant material, giving 
names and colors, if entry is in black and white.  Design to be made and photograph taken during awards year.   
Nominee should not be a professional or a previous winner within the last five years.    
 
District Propagator of the Year: A certificate and $25 is awarded to the winner.  Submit to the current district 
awards chairman 3 weeks prior the DFD June General Meeting.  (Submit to *Jane Berger, Awards Chair, by 
June 19)  No application is required.  Entry to be enclosed in plastic page protector and contain information and 
accomplishments of the nominee.  Nominee should not be a professional or previous winner within the last five 
years.’ 
 

 

      *Please send your applications by June 19, to District Awards 
Chair:  
       
        Jane Berger 
                                                                                                                        
        1201 Lindell Dr., Walnut Creek, 94596-6011                                                                              
                                                                                                                              
         925-939-8885             jandsberger@aol.com 
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Diablo Foothills District, Inc.  
Membership Dues  2020-2021 

 
 

Annual Dues are payable to the district treasurer on July 15, 2020 and 
delinquent on July 30, 2020. 

 
• Membership dues of $2.00 per member are paid in arrears, for the prior year.  Dues are 

based on the number of members in your club at the close of your last fiscal year.  
 

• If you are an affiliate, your dues are $30 per organization.   
 
 
 

Club or associate plant society name: ______________________ 
 
 
Number of dues paying members at the close of your fiscal year 
 
     _____________   x $2.00 / member =   $___________________ 
 
 
 
 
OR if an Affiliate Club, your dues are $30. 
 
Affiliate Name: __________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Make the check payable to DFD (Diablo Foothills District) and mail to 

 
Audrey Marlovits 
DFD Treasurer 

2141 Belford Drive 
Walnut Creek, CA  94598 
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Clayton Valley Garden Club held a very successful Virtual Plant Sale from May 3 – May 15th.   A link to the 
CVGC Plant Sale from www.ClaytonValleyGardenClub.org website to Square enabled shoppers to view 
photos of hundreds of plants and pre-purchase online.  We had a great team of volunteer members 
preparing orders and delivering purchases to the front door.  Amazingly, our first experience with this 
online no contact sale, CVGC raised very close to their usual Annual Plant Sale proceeds.  We have only 
received happy thankful reviews.  Beautiful succulent bowls were substituted for the usual Mother’s Day 
color bowls as we were not able to have our usual Color Bowl Work Party. 
Although, our general meetings and fieldtrips have been cancelled until further notice, we have been able 
to hold very successful Board and Committee meetings via FreeConferenceCall.com for non-profits. 
CVGC is giving a Scholarship to a high school student graduating this year.  More information to follow, 
hopefully, with a photo after the coronavirus restrictions are lifted. 
Another item to share with our fellow clubs: 
One of our members is a retired Chevron employee.  Chevron, as well as many other companies – Microsoft 
is another one, have programs where they match volunteer work hours or provide grants to non-profits.  
CVGC has received a very generous check from Chevron’s program “Chevron Human Kind Grant” for all the 
work our Treasurer has done for CVGC, including setting up our Plant Sale on Square.  Other clubs might 
want to be aware as they may have members that currently or have previously worked at a company that 
shares or pays non-profits for volunteer hours. 
CVGC had a one day Tomato Clearance sale as members grew a couple hundred tomatoes from seed.  They 
sold out within hours.  Since they were edible and considered essential the sale was No Contact and On the 
Honor System.  The sale was advertised on the local Nextdoor.com website.  100 tomatoes were on tables 
in a members driveway.  People could come by, pick their tomatoes and place payment in the locked 
mailbox.  We made $100.  The tomatoes only cost us $25. 
 
 

about:blank
http://nextdoor.com/
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 Clayton Valley Garden Club work party 
In support of their virtual plant sale…... 

Lynda Smith with her creation: 
A succulent bow…... 

Creativity in action….this is the Clayton Valley website page for their sale: 

The world is round and  

the place which may seem like the end 

May also be only the beginning….. 

 

Ivy Baker Priest quote from Wildflower Living  by L. Duckworth 
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Hydroponic Gardening - Joanne Ashmore  
Maybe you can call it boredom, or just wanting to do something different in 
these days of sheltering at home; I’m going to share with you what I have 
been doing. I started a hydroponic garden about a month ago. I am amazed 
at how fast the plants grow and how easy it is. I was given the “kit” as a 
gift several years ago, and used it once with great success. It is a 
wonderful way to grow your own lettuce, herbs, etc. right in your house. I’m 
not saying you should go out and purchase one of the kits, but there are 
many on the internet if this sounds like something you would enjoy doing in 
your spare time. With this particular method I purchased their “pods” that 
contain the seeds, and just slipped them into the holes provided in the kit, 
and that’s it. You just keep an eye on the water level and add water and 
nutrients as needed. It has a dial that tells you when to add the nutrients, and the LED lamp is on its 
own internal timer. Couldn’t be easier, and it is fun. The picture to the right is my hydroponic garden 
after one month of growth. I’m growing salad greens, two different types of basil, and dill. As you can 
see, I already have plants that are big enough to actually eat. There is no dirt involved, just water and 
some nutrients provided with the kit. Of course, there are many other seed pods you can purchase to 
grow your own herbs, and lettuces of your choice. Here is what I found on the internet about 
hydroponic gardening:  
“Hydroponics is a subset of hydroculture, which is a method of growing plants without soil, by 
instead using mineral nutrient solutions in a water solvent. Terrestrial plants may be grown with only 
their roots exposed to the nutritious liquid, or the roots may be physically supported by an inert 
medium such as perlite, gravel, or other substrates.”  

Livermore Almador Valley Garden Club 
 
 
We had a very successful May virtual plant sale these last two days, but it has now come 
to an end.  We have only a few tomato plants left, which will go to Camp Arroyo, Tri-
Valley Haven and Los Positas Horticulture department.  Thank you to everyone who 
donated plants and who shopped with us.  
  
Unfortunately, we are unable to hold a virtual sale for the ornamentals.  It is not 
considered essential with our stricter mandates.  I am so sorry to those of you who propagated for us.  I have been able 
to give away lots of plants to my neighbors and hopefully you will be able to share your bounty as well.   
  
Stay well and we hope to see you all very soon.   
Karen, Kim, Gayle, Lea and Molly 
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The Walnut Creek Garden Club had to cancel all its April activities, including the annual fundraiser, and we 
do not plan to have membership meetings in May or June.  We are trying to organize a virtual meeting of 
the board through Zoom Video Communications.  Meanwhile we are reaching out to members by phone to 
see how they are doing during the shelter-in-place directive.  We are also surveying the membership to 
learn what direction the club would like to go in terms of programming, field trips, and community grants. 
 
Many members are taking advantage of more time at home to work in their gardens.  Roses are in full 
bloom now and it is time to put in some vegetable seedlings if you haven’t done so already.  There are also 
some garden tours that can be taken from home through House Beautiful magazine.  Members can visit 
Claude Monet’s Garden at Giverny and the Chicago Botanic Garden among others. 
 
We all hope to be able to assemble again as soon as it is pragmatic to do so.  In the meantime, we know it is 
important to stay safe and healthy at home while enjoying our backyards, bird feeders, neighborhood 
walks, and the lovely spring weather.  Best wishes to all the gardening community. 
 
Elinor Hernon and Maureen Little 
Co-presidents, Walnut Creek Garden Club  

 

 

 
We are humbled and grateful for the outpouring of support we received from you yesterday during our 
#GivingTuesdayNow fundraising campaign. 
 
Your generosity helped us exceed our fundraising goal! You donated $6,525 to our campaign. 
Rudney Associates' extremely generous $5,000 match will bring the total to $11,525! 
 
This will go a long way toward mitigating our losses over the last seven weeks.  
 
We send our gratitude and thanks to you and your families, and hope you will 
remain safe and well. We look forward to seeing you at The Gardens soon.  
 
Excerpted from note from Joan Lucchese, Executive Director   
 
 

 
 
While we’re still technically in “shelter in place,” we’ve got your garden needs covered!  
 
Browse our new online plant shop and check out the selection of edible and ornamental plants 
for your garden. Many options are currently sold out, but more specimens are growing in the 
greenhouse, so check back frequently. 
 
Plants are available for orders placed online in advance, and you’ll schedule a contactless, drive-
thru pick-up date and time with our garden team.  
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Well, you must have all wished hard when we asked you to last month, because the Gover-
nor and the County gave all gardens and nurseries the green light to open to the public over 
a week ago! We reopened to members yesterday and the Garden got some great press at-
tention yesterday when KCBS radio and ABC7 TV News interviewed Gretchen Bartzen and 
Cricket Riley about our reopening! 
  
We hope you will make it to the Garden soon, if you haven’t yet, to see how it has changed 
over the last two months. Our first four days, 5/12 - 5/15 are Members only.  We opened 
to the general public on Saturday, 5/16. We will have daily parking gate-keepers to as-
sure that we can control the number of people in the Nursery at any one time, and allow for 
one way entry to the Nursery. Garden Visitors now will enter through the Coit Family Visitor 
and Education Center, and exit through the former Garden entrance. Please verify our 
scheduled hours through our website before your visit. 
Excerpt from Gretchen Bartzen, Executive Director, update to members. 
 
Work in Progress: 
 
 
 
(rearranging, and moving 
via tractors no less! 
Some very hardy plants.)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First day when opened to Members:   


